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Selection of the Lithuanian Section of IBBY
The world of contemporary Lithuanian children’s literature
is colourful, captivating and truly vibrant. Both professionals and the media are devoting ever greater attention
to children’s literature, and writers and illustrators are increasingly eager to talk about their work and interact with
their readers over social media. The body of Lithuanian
children’s literature continues to expand with new works
by talented new authors as well as further contributions
by established and highly regarded writers. Lithuania now
publishes between 150 and 200 new titles annually, ranging
from educational books to novels for teenagers, and from
picture books to fairy tales and real-life stories for younger
readers. Most of these titles are written with children in
mind. Because books for this age group naturally feature a
wealth of illustrations, illustrators also play a vital role. Each
year, new ambitious artists join the ranks of their more established colleagues, participating undaunted in international competitions to gain recognition abroad and bring
home awards. For good reason, the field of picture books
is among the strongest performers in Lithuanian children’s
literature and is currently taking a huge leap forward.
But even among the wealth of new books appearing
each year, it is not always easy to find the best and most
highly prized titles. The IBBY Lithuanian Section considers it part of its mission to help publishers, libraries and
the reading public to do just that. For this catalogue, we
have selected works that have previously received awards
from the IBBY Lithuanian Section, or have been nominated
for Best Book of the Year, or have been recognised with
prizes and other awards for excellence in the field of children’s literature. The catalogue also includes several books
that have yet to win an award but which, in the view of
our experts, have enriched Lithuanian children’s literature
and have received considerable attention from publishing
houses abroad.
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Riešutortas

Baubaimė

Nut Cake

Bugbearfear

Benas Bėr antas | Vilija Kviesk aitė

Author: Benas Bėrantas
Illustrator: Vilija Kvieskaitė
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2017
33 pages, hardcover, 260 x 250 mm
ISBN: 978-609-441-443-5
Age: 4+

Author: Benas Bėrantas
Illustrator: Vilija Kvieskaitė
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2018
33 pages, hardcover, 260 x 250 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-532-6
Age: 4+

Rights sold to: World German, French

Rights sold to: World German

Benas Bėrantas (b. 1989) worked in a
publishing house for five years, where he
read a lot of beautiful books for children.
One day, he decided it was time to write
books of his own – Nut Cake and Bugbearfear are his debut titles. In addition to his
work as an author, Benas is also an independent literary agent and translator.

Vilija Kvieskaitė (b. 1988) is a graphic
designer. She works at the Užupis Art Incubator in Vilnius and is engaged in design,
making various accessories like brooches
of forest animals and, of course, illustrating
books for children. Nut Cake and Bugbearfear are her first picture books.

Mamma Squirrel has been gathering nuts for one very special occasion. If you take
only ONE, nothing bad will happen, right? Well, maybe TWO. Or THREE. Oops. If
someone asks, it was the fox, okay? Two friends – Tricky the squirrel and Cherry
the raven – give in to temptation and eat all the nuts that Mamma Squirrel has so
carefully put away for that special occasion. When Mamma Squirrel sees what has
happened, the squirrel and raven lie, saying it was the fox who took the nuts. On the
evening of Tricky the squirrel’s birthday party, there is no nut cake to bring everyone
joy. This is a delicious tale about first lessons, two friends and, of course, a cake.

In the second book of this series, the little fox and the raven toss a ball out the
window but are too afraid of the monsters hiding in the dark to go and fetch it.
Come the morning, however, the ball is long gone, so the two friends set off to find
it. Their hunt drags on into the approaching darkness of night... What will the two
friends do in the dark? The young illustrator Vilija Kvieskaitė creates a harmonious
visual narrative, combining large compositions with individual drawings, fonts, and
portraits of each character.
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Bumba Dumba Kabančių
Riestainių gatvėje
Boomba Doomba in the Street of Hanging Bagels

Tomas S. Butkus

Author and Illustrator: Tomas S. Butkus
Publisher: Vario burnos, tsbutkus.lt
Vilnius, 2016
42 pages, hardcover, 250 × 180 mm
ISBN 978-609-95464-7-6
Age: 7+

Tomas S. Butkus (b. 1975) is an architect
and urban planner by training and has a
doctorate in art criticism. He takes an active
part in workshops developing initiatives in
architecture, design, publishing, literature
and other fields. Butkus also writes poetry
for adult readers.

Butkus‘ first published literary work was the illustrated book Boomba Doomba and
the Creation of the Universe (2012), which he himself calls a “contemplative book for
children”. His main character, Boomba Doomba, is an inquisitive and inventive little
man who never rests in his desire to learn. After exploring the far reaches of the universe in Butkus‘ first book, Boomba Doomba then decides to seek out new friends
by venturing into the city in the second book, where he is mesmerised by the maze
of city streets, whispering shadows and mysterious balls of smoke. Boomba Doomba
observes the city around him as he follows the delicious scent of bagels. Butkus
succeeds in establishing a unique rhythm and stylistic unity as he creates distinctive,
constantly changing compositions of architectural shapes.
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Drambliai ėjo į svečius
the Elephants Went Visiting

Evelina Daciūtė | Inga Dagilė

Author: Evelina Daciūtė
Illustrator: Inga Dagilė
Publisher: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2018
40 pages, hardcover, 220 × 260 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-40-2
Age: 3+

Diploma, Vilnius 2015 Book Art Competition
Book of the Year for the Youngest Readers,
Lithuanian Section of IBBY 2017

Rights sold to: Taiwan, China, Russia

Evelina Daciūtė (b. 1975) is the author
of seven children‘s books and the mother of
four children. She began to write while living
in China, where she used to spend whole
days in the company of her children. The
Fox on the Swing is her most popular and
acclaimed book, which features the illustrations of Aušra Kiudulaitė.

Inga Dagilė (b. 1981) is a freelance designer and illustrator of children‘s books. In
2018, she received a Diploma at the Sharjah
Children‘s Book Illustrations Exhibition. In
2013, her illustrated book Dream Mountain
was selected as the most beautiful book at
the National Children‘s Literature competition in Lithuania.

A family of ten elephants lives happily in a faraway jungle: mummy, daddy, granny,
grandpa, and six baby elephants. One day, they all decide to go visiting. But when a
family is so large, many things can happen on the way. How many will get there in
the end? In this book, children not only find a fun story with exciting pictures, they
also learn to count to ten and back again. The illustrations are designed as puzzles,
with an educational aspect provided by finding the required number of elephants in
a grey field of various spots, and recognising their moods. The nearly monochromatic illustrations not only serve an educational purpose, they also incorporate playful
drawings to create a fun story about what happens when a large family goes visiting,
encountering numerous unexpected things along the way.
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Laimė yra lapė
THE FOX ON THE SWING

Evelina Daciūtė | Aušr a Kiudulaitė

Author: Evelina Daciūtė
Illustrator: Aušra Kiudulaitė
Publisher: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2016
48 pages, hardcover, 260 × 250 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-31-0
Age: 5+
Rights sold to: UK (world English rights),
Korea, Slovakia, China (magazine rights),
Romania

Evelina Daciūtė (b. 1975) is the author
of seven children‘s books and the mother of
four children. She began to write while living
in China, where she used to spend whole
days in the company of her children. The Fox
on the Swing is her most popular and acclaimed book and features the illustrations
of the emerging artist Aušra Kiudulaitė.

Diploma, Vilnius 2016 Book Art Competition
Most Beautiful Book of the Year, Lithuanian
Section of IBBY 2017
Selected for the Bologna Children’s Book Fair
Illustrators Exhibition 2017
Diploma, Fifth Tallinn Illustrations Triennial 2017
Laureate of the Children‘s Book of the Year
Competition 2018, Lithuania
IBBY Honour List 2018, Illustration Category
The Mildred L. Batchelder Award, 2019,
United States

Aušra Kiudulaitė (b. 1978) is a freelance illustrator who runs creative workshops for children. She actively participates
in international exhibitions, festivals and
book fairs.

This picture book follows the story of Povilas, a boy living in a large city. Povilas lives
together with his father and mother in a treehouse. He often walks to the bakery to
buy fresh rolls. Along the way, he often meets an orange fox that likes to play on an
old set of swings. And once a fox appears in your life, you should be prepared for
anything. This is a sensitive story about friendship, generosity, the sadness of loss and
the joy of discovery, and about what is most important to all of us, big or small –
happiness. The book‘s illustrations are compelling in their use of vivid colours,
dynamic compositions and the expressive personality of the fox.
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Dryžuota istorija
A Striped Story

Kęstutis Kaspar avičius

Author and Illustrator: Kęstutis Kasparavičius
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2018
32 pages, hardcover, 250 × 220 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-500-5
Age: 4+

Kęstutis Kasparavičius (b. 1954), the
author and illustrator of over sixty children’s
books, is among the most prominent contemporary creators of Lithuanian children’s
books. His work has been translated into
twenty-seven languages and has earned
him nominations for the Hans Christian
Andersen and Astrid Lindgren Memorial
awards.

Getting lost in a marketplace is a scary thing for any child, but Mummy Zebra once
told her daughter Little Zebra that, if she were ever to get lost, all she needed to do
was look for the stripes. As it so happened, the little zebra does get lost, and begins
searching for her mother by looking for stripes. She doesn’t seem to notice any at
first, but soon she starts to notice stripes everywhere! Little Zebra never gives up:
not only does she find her mother, but she discovers how wonderfully striped the
world is along the way. This book teaches readers to keep their spirits up when faced
with a problem and to look around them and notice all the details and diversity of
the world around us. The book‘s watercolour illustrations display the mastery of
the author’s work and reveal the careful attention devoted to each character and
their surroundings and to the smallest of details that are the key to a safer world
for children.
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Keturios paslaptys,
kaip pažinti raides ir natas
FOUR SECRETS HOW TO LEARN LETTERS AND MUSICAL NOTES

Linas Kontrimas | Inga Dagilė

Author: Linas Kontrimas
Illustrator: Inga Dagilė
Publisher: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2016
40 pages, hardcover, 220 × 260 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-24-2
Age: 5+
Rights sold to: Poland

Inga Dagilė (b. 1981) is a freelance
designer and illustrator of children‘s books.
In 2018, she received a Diploma at the
Sharjah Children‘s Book Illustrations Exhibition. In 2013, her illustrated book Dream
Mountain was selected as the most beautiful book in the National Children‘s Literature
competition in Lithuania.

LINAS KONTRIMAS (b. 1968) is a historian,
journalist, lecturer, and public relations
specialist.

Dagilė has worked with the author Linas Kontrimas to create a captivating book
for learning the alphabet. The world is full of all kinds of different sounds, some of
which have a home of their own – otherwise known as letters. The city of letters
also has a name: Alphabet. Sounds don‘t like to be alone. As soon as they get out
of bed in the morning, they run out into the street to meet their friends. When
they get together, they become words, sentences and notes. In different parts of the
world, letter cities can also be quite different. Many may know that the shapes of
Lithuanian letters differ from those used in Arabic or Chinese. Once we learn a few
secrets, it becomes easier to learn languages and read musical notes.
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Pūkis karalius
Pūkis the King

Vytautas V. Landsbergis | Dalia Karpavičiūtė

Author: Vytautas V. Landsbergis
Illustrator: Dalia Karpavičiūtė
Publisher: Dominicus Lituanus, dominicus.lt
Vilnius, 2018
24 pages, hardcover, 250 × 220 mm
ISBN 978-609-8227-01-7
Age: 4+

Vytautas V. Landsbergis (b. 1962)
is a poet, publicist, writer and director of
stage and screen. He has written over thirty
books for children and young adults. This
is his seventh book in a series about a little
fox named Pūkis. Some of the books tell the
story of Pūkis’ life, games and adventures,
while others have a clear educational goal
in mind, such as why we need to wash or
brush our teeth.

Dalia Karpavičiūtė (b. 1972) is a freelance illustrator and the recipient of awards
from the IBBY Lithuanian Section as the illustrator for the best books of 2014 and 2016,
and has also received various diplomas from
art book competitions.

In this latest instalment of the series, Pūkis dreams that he is a king. When he wakes
up, he decides to actually become one, so he can have lots of servants and eat ice
cream. The little fox’s clever mother explains to him that a real king is the one whose
subjects also feel like royalty. Delighted with this idea, Pūkis begins to help his family
with daily chores, so that everyone can live like kings and queens. This is a bright,
optimistic and playfully educational book. Illustrator Dalia Karpavičiūtė continues
her work on the adventures of Pūkis, a character she helped create, by combining
different angles and bold compositional principles with a narrative full of movement.
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Atvirkštukai
The Strangers

Marius Marcinkevičius | Rasa Joni

Author: Marius Marcinkevičius
Illustrator: Rasa Joni
Publisher: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2018
33 pages, hardcover, 260 × 270 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-44-0
Age: 6+

Rasa Joni (b. 1984) is a freelance designer,
author and illustrator of children’s books.
Her work includes more than twenty
children’s books illustrated for publishers in Great Britain, Italy, Lithuania, North
America, South Korea and Sweden. Joni
is renowned as a producer and creator of
animated films, and is the founder of the
Joni Art animation studio. Joni has been
designing and participating in animationbased educational programs for students for
many years.

Marius Marcinkevičius (b. 1966) is the
author of six children’s books. In 2017, his
book Friendship on an Elephant‘s Trunk won
the Best Book for the Youngest Readers
award by IBBY Lithuania.

What if we lived upside down and did everything backwards? That’s how the
Stranger family lives: eating upside down, trashing their rooms and giving their
mum faded drawings to celebrate Mother’s Day, while their little daughter has been
dreaming of not getting a puppy for her birthday for years now... This is a warm and
funny story about daily life which, when lived upside down, is not so simple after
all. Bold, playful and cinematic illustrations fill the book with vivid characters and a
distinctive artistic language conveyed in a unique, professional style.
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Draugystė ant straublio galo
Friendship on AN Elephant‘s Trunk

Marius Marcinkevičius | Aušr a Kiudulaitė

Author: Marius Marcinkevičius
Illustrator: Aušra Kiudulaitė
Publisher: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2017
41 pages, hardcover, 260 × 220 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-37-2
Age: 3+
Rights sold to: France (world French rights),
Romania

Marius Marcinkevičius (b. 1966) is the
author of six children’s books. In 2017, his
book Friendship on an Elephant‘s Trunk won
the Best Book for the Youngest Readers
award by IBBY Lithuania.

Grand Prize, Vilnius 2017 Book Art
Competition
Book of the Year for the Youngest Readers,
Lithuanian Section of IBBY, 2018
Diploma, Fifth Tallinn Illustrations
Triennial 2017
Nominated for the Book of the Year in 2018,
Lithuania, in the children’s reading category
Third Prize, Fourth Book Art Exhibition,
Vilnius, 2018

AUŠRA KIUDULAITĖ (b. 1978) is a
freelance illustrator who runs creative workshops for children. She actively participates
in international exhibitions, festivals and
book fairs. Her first book, The Fox on the
Swing, has been her most successful and
well received.

A teeny, tiny mouse named Patricia lives on the back of a giant elephant named
Gerald. But size and other differences aren‘t important to their friendship. The most
important thing is their desire to be together. Patricia begins to wonder: what if I
weren‘t a mouse, but something else? Would I still be friends with Gerald? This unexpected question turns into a fun game called ‘If I were a _____, what would you
be?’ It’s a game that will for certain hook the young readers as much as the book’s
characters. Kiudulaitė has created a story using bright and contrasting colours that
beautifully accompany the text of the book.
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Sivužas
The Mysterious Lake

Marius Marcinkevičius | Lina Dūdaitė

Author: Marius Marcinkevičius
Illustrator: Lina Dūdaitė
Publisher: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2018
36 pages, hardcover, 300 × 240 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-42-6
Age: 6+

Marius Marcinkevičius (b. 1966) is the
author of six children’s books. In 2017, his
book Friendship on an Elephant‘s Trunk won
the Best Book for the Youngest Readers
award by IBBY Lithuania.

Lina Dūdaitė (b. 1974) is a freelance
illustrator and actively participates in international exhibitions, festivals and book fairs.
She was included on the IBBY Honour List in
2014 and twice received the IBBY Lithuanian
Section diploma for Most Beautiful Book of
the Year (in 2009 and 2012).

Two good friends, a cow and a piglet, love to enjoy the wonders of winter. The best
thing to do on a winter’s day is skating, of course. How wonderful that there’s a
frozen lake nearby! As they skate, the friends glimpse a monster beneath the ice. The
monster seems to be writing them a note, but neither the cow nor the piglet can
understand it, and begin to wonder if the monster is writing in a foreign language.
Fortunately, they soon realize that the image they see is actually upside down, and
that the monster beneath the ice is nothing but a simple fish asking for their help
to get some fresh air. Two friends who set out to have a day’s fun unexpectedly
become heroes. This is a warm and sensitive story, and the tension which is created
as we wonder whether the friends will understand what the monster is asking them,
and whether they will be able to help in time, is truly captivating. The pastel colour
palette and the meticulous, professional quality of the illustration display dedication
and persistence as they reveal the true beauty of life.
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Dramblys ir antis
The Elephant and the Duck

Giedrė Rak auskienė | Jurga Šulskytė

Author: Giedrė Rakauskienė
Illustrator: Jurga Šulskytė
Publisher: ‘Švieskime vaikus’, a charitable
foundation, svieskimevaikus.lt
Vilnius, 2016
36 pages, paperback, 210 × 250 mm
ISBN 978-609-8161-14-4
Age: 3+

Book of the Year for the Youngest Readers,
IBBY Lithuanian Section
JURGA ŠULSKYTĖ (b. 1975) has illustrated
three children’s books and also contributes illustrations to the Laimiukas literary
journal. Her greatest achievement thus far
in children’s literature has been her picture
book Dramblys ir antis (The Elephant and
the Duck), created together with Giedrė
Rakauskienė. The book was chosen as the
Best Book for Young Lithuanian Readers in
2016 and honoured with an award from the
IBBY Lithuanian Section.

Literary newcomer Giedrė Rakauskienė (b. 1982) and illustrator Jurga Šulskytė ask
the question: Can an elephant and a duck be friends? After all, they are so different,
and such a friendship would be truly unusual. But as they both say: ‘Things that are
ordinary can be horribly boring.’ Their book not only tells the story about a friendship, but also about how important it is sometimes to give in and be the first to take
the initiative, even if you are not to blame for anything. Sometimes, friendship is
more important than silly principles or stubbornness.
Colourful pencil illustrations by Jurga Šulskytė shape the mood of the book. Dynamic compositions portrayed from various different angles are full of movement
and humorous situations.
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Jardin Bleu
Elena Selena

Author and Illustrator: Elena Selena
Publisher: Gallimard Jeunesse, 			
gallimard-jeunesse.fr
Paris, 2017
16 pages, hardcover, 200 × 210 mm
ISBN 978-2-07-507982-2
Age: 3+

Elena Selena (b. 1993) is an artist and
book designer who has illustrated four
books by different authors and published
three books of her own. Two of her works,
the pop-up books Jardin Bleu (Blue Garden)
and Jungle, have been released by Gallimar
Jeunesse publishers. Since their publication,
Elena Selena has been considered a rising
pop-up book star in France.

Though still a young artist who has just embarked on her creative career, Elena
Selena has made a resolute and successful start. She began her educational training
at the Vilnius Academy of Arts and continued her studies at the École Estienne in
Paris, taking up a position at the Gallimard Jeunesse publishing house, which released
her debut book Jardin Bleu in 2017. Elena’s creative element is cut paper, from which
she creates elaborate spatial pop-up illustrations. Her scenographic compositions
focus on natural settings and variations on natural motifs. Elena creates ingenious
works of light openwork, subtly playing with shadows and tastefully combining
contrasting colours.
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Jungle
Elena Selena

Author and Illustrator: Elena Selena
Publisher: Gallimard Jeunesse, 			
gallimard-jeunesse.fr
Paris, 2018
12 pages, hardcover, 220 × 270 mm
ISBN 978-2-07-510107-3
Age: 3+

Elena Selena (b. 1993) is an artist and
book designer who has illustrated four
books by different authors and published
three books of her own. Two of her works,
the pop-up books Jardin Bleu (Blue Garden)
and Jungle, have been released by Gallimar
Jeunesse publishers. Since their publication,
Elena Selena has been considered a rising
pop-up book star in France.

This is the second book by the young illustrator Elena Selena. Its story is set in the
jungle, in a world of exotic flora and fauna, where the most striking animals can
be found. Selena’s choice to convey her narrative using spatial constructions of cut
coloured paper is unique and extremely effective, helping to create a captivating,
stage-like story of images. Readers are transported to a vibrant natural world where
colours, shapes and shadows recount the mesmerizing life of the jungle.
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Per balas link aušros
Through the Puddles towards the Dawn

Monik a Vaicenavičienė

Author and Illustrator: Monika Vaicenavičienė
Publisher: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2018
33 pages, hardcover, 220 × 290 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-41-9
Age: 7+
Shortlisted for the International Little Hakka
Picture Book Competition, China, 2018
Second Prize, Fourth Book Art Exhibition,
Vilnius, 2018
Vilnius Academy of Arts Prize, Vilnius 2018
Book Art Competition

Monik a Vaicenavičienė (b. 1991) is an
artist and illustrator. She is a graduate of the
Vilnius Academy of Arts and the University
of Arts, Crafts and Design in Stockholm.
Vaicenavičienė was selected for the Bologna
Illustrators Exhibition in 2018. At the
World Illustration Awards 2018, she won
the Overall New Talent Award. In addition,
Vaicenavičienė was recognised as a Selected
Illustrator for the Shanghai Children’s Book
Fair in 2018, and also for the Illustrarte Biennial in 2018. This is the first book she has
both written and illustrated.

The book is an introduction to the life of Jonas Basanavičius, signatory of the 1918
Act of Lithuanian Independence and often called the Father of the Lithuanian
nation. It tells the story of his life, travels and work in a simple style, often using elements of fiction to make the narrative lively, interesting and engaging.
Vaicenavičienė’s illustrations for this book were created using two different artistic
techniques: coloured and black and white pencils and cut coloured paper applique.
These two methods combine into one harmonious, stylish narrative of undulating
moods. Vaicenavičienė’s compositions were created from different points of view,
lending them a cinematographic feel, using colour to convey mood and building a
narrative with carefully selected iconographic imagery reflecting the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. Interiors, objects, clothing and architecture help readers recognise cities, specific buildings, and people’s activities and crafts, giving the
book an enduring value.
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Vad är en flod?
What is a river?

Monik a Vaicenavičienė

Author and Illustrator: Monika Vaicenavičienė
Publisher: Bokförlaget Opal, opal.se
Bromma, 2019 (created in 2018)
48 pages, hardcover, 285 × 285 mm
ISBN: 978-917-2999-91-6
Age: 6+
Rights sold to: Russian, Turkish, Korean, 		
Arabic, Italian, French (world), English (world),
Chinese (simplified), Chinese (complex), 		
Spanish (world)
Winner of Best Picture Book – New Talent and
Overall winner at World Illustration Awards 2018
Winner of Publisher’s Choice Award at Golden
Pinwheel Young Illustrators Competition at
Shanghai Children’s Book Fair 2018
Selected for the Illustrators Exhibition at the
Bologna Children’s Book Fair 2018
Selected for the Exhibition 100 Outstanding
Picture Books at the Frankfurt Book Fair 2018

This is the second book by the young illustrator Monika Vaicenavičienė, using images
to tell the story of life in a river. Vaicenavičienė uses several artistic tools in this picture
book – gouache paintings, watercolours, and drawings done in coloured pencil – supplementing them with digital pencil work and handwritten text to create a captivating
story of images that beautifully conveys a river’s changing landscape and the spirit of a
journey. Vaicenavičienė received her Bachelor of Arts degree from the Vilnius Academy
of Arts and also studied at the Konstfack University of Arts, Crafts and Design in Stockholm. This book was developed on the basis of her Master of Arts dissertation.
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Melagių pilis
The Castle of Liars

Vytautė Žilinsk aitė | Paulius Juodišius

Author: Vytautė Žilinskaitė
Illustrator: Paulius Juodišius
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2016
52 pages, hardcover, 220 × 310 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-1709-5
Age: 5+

Vytautė Žilinsk aitė (b. 1930) is a playwright, author of Lithuanian prose and humorous work, who has published numerous
books for children and adults. In the world
of children‘s literature, she is best known for
her literary tales, fables and short stories.

Paulius Juodišius (b. 1969) first
emerged on the children‘s literature scene
in 2000 with his picture books. Later, he
also wrote his own stories and tales and
continued to illustrate works of fiction and
textbooks by other authors.

This book tells the story of a little boy named Dinas who loved to tell lies. One fine
day, those lies got Dinas into serious trouble, after a strange driver convinced him
to climb into his carriage and whisk him off to…. the Castle of Liars, where nothing
was as it should be: airplane wings made of straw, ships without bottoms, soup full
of floating strings instead of noodles, and a king sitting on a crooked throne, saying
everything back to front. At the Castle of Liars, Dinas experiences how unpleasant it
is to be deceived and how hard it is to free himself from the trap of lying.
Juodišius depicts Dinas wearing a clown‘s hat, and selects bold colours for his illustrations, as if to mimic the dazzling world of pop art, and portrays balloons, soap
bubbles, and jingling bells that expose the fragility, transience and illusion of lies.
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Netvarkos nykštukas ir netikėtas svečias
Kakė Makė ir Supertėčio diena
Kakė Makė ir dantukų fėjos puota
The Messy Elf and the Unexpected Guest | Nelly Jelly and
Super Dad‘s Day | Nelly Jelly and the Tooth Fairy‘s Feast

Lina Žutautė
Author and Illustrator: Lina Žutautė
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2016–2018
34 pages, hardcover, 220 × 210 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-3437-5
ISBN 978-609-01-2892-3
ISBN 978-609-01-2478-9
Age: 3+
Rights sold to: Denmark, Latvia, Estonia,
Poland, Russia, Ukraine, Israel, Brazil, Italy,
South Korea, China
Lina Žutautė (b. 1973) is a famous
Lithuanian children’s author and illustrator.
Born and educated in Šiauliai, she began
her career by illustrating the works of other
authors including Gendrutis Morkūnas and
Gianni Rodari. She authored her first book
in 2010. Žutautė creates picture books and
writes tales and stories. Her tale Ferdinandas
ir Pū (Ferdinand and Paw) was named the
Best Lithuanian Book of the Year in 2012
and included on the IBBY Honour List in
2014. Today, Žutautė‘s collection of works
has grown to thirteen.

Žutautė is best known for her series of eight picture books about a girl named Nelly
Jelly. The popularity of her lead character has grown with each new book release.
Nelly Jelly has appeared in children’s workbooks, encyclopaedias, toy books of various sizes, and on the theatre stage, becoming a brand in her own right. Žutautė’s
painterly illustrations transform into lively compositions, each of them a whirl of all
sorts of activity.

CH I LD R EN’S
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Dingusios šluotos byla
The Case of the Missing Broom

Tomas Dirgėla | Rytis Dauk antas

Author: Tomas Dirgėla
Illustrator: Rytis Daukantas
Publisher: Tyto alba, tytoalba.lt
Vilnius, 2016
192–306 pages, hardcover, 150 × 210 mm
ISBN 978-609-466-180-8
Age: 8+
The Case of the Missing Broom was
awarded Second Prize by IBBY Lithuania for
the Most Beautiful Children’s Book of 2016.
Tomas Dirgėla (b. 1989) has written
ten books – all for children. He also hosts
a radio show for children about literature.
He can readily be called a devotee of the
literary traditions of Roald Dahl and David
Walliams. Dirgėla’s lively books feature many
anecdotal situations, silly details and play
on words. He also becomes a participant in
his own stories, sometimes directly engaging his readers or playing around with his
characters.

RYTIS DAUKANTAS (b. 1980) is an architect and cartoonist. Since 1999 his political
cartoons and illustrations were published
in various international newspapers and
magazines. He is creator of The Cold War
Cartoon Museum.

Domas ir Tomas (Domas and Tomas) is a series of comical books about a pair of
young detectives who help their schoolmaster Liudas Nitwit solve all sorts 		
of curious incidents at school. Who stole the broom and why? Who wanted to
ruin the school outing? How did the most horrid cafeteria meals suddenly become
so incredibly delicious? Domas and Tomas are ready to help. In later chapters, the
two fifth year schoolboys are joined by Tomas’ sweetheart Upė, a girl from the
seventh year.
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Benas – sapnų siuvėjas

Lukas Šiaudelis deda iš viršaus

Benas the Weaver of Dreams

Lukas Lanky Does a Slam Dunk

Tomas Dirgėla | Dalia Karpavičiūtė

Author: Tomas Dirgėla
Illustrator: Dalia Karpavičiūtė
Publisher: Tyto alba, tytoalba.lt
Vilnius, 2018
126 pages, hardcover, 210 × 150 mm
ISBN 978-609-466-340-6
Age: 8+

Dalia Karpavičiūtė (b. 1972) is a freelance illustrator and the recipient of awards
from the IBBY Lithuanian Section as the illustrator for the best books of 2014 and 2016,
and has also received various diplomas from
art book competitions.

Tomas Dirgėla | Dalia Karpavičiūtė

Author: Tomas Dirgėla
Illustrator: Dalia Karpavičiūtė
Publisher: Tyto alba, tytoalba.lt
Vilnius, 2018
126 pages, hardcover, 210 × 150 mm
ISBN 978-609-466-283-6
Age: 8+

Tomas Dirgėla (b. 1989) has written
ten books – all for children. He also hosts
a radio show for children about literature.
He can readily be called a devotee of the
literary traditions of Roald Dahl and David
Walliams. Dirgėla’s lively books feature many
anecdotal situations, silly details and play
on words. He also becomes a participant in
his own stories, sometimes directly engaging his readers or playing around with his
characters.

Dirgėla tells a story about Benas Needleman, who recently lost both of his parents.
Benas’ grandfather reveals the truth to him: he is no ordinary little boy, but a weaver
of dreams. And the role of a dream weaver is to bring a little more happiness to
people. One of the ways to do this is to continue their interrupted dreams. Unfortunately, Benas’ magic needle is stolen by a pair of selfish thieves, causing all sorts of
strange things to unfold in his small town. Benas sets out to recover his needle.
This is a book full of mischief and adventure that tells a tale of good and evil, children’s triumph over mean-spirited adults, and about how wonderful dreams are and
how we should care for them and treasure our real lives.

Lukas Lanky and his father, a shoemaker, are quite poor, owning only a single, shared
pair of shoes. They even have to cut pieces of sausage for their sandwiches out of an
advertisement promoting the local shopping centre. Lukas loves basketball, but he’s
not very good at it. Perhaps he might play better if he had the best basketball shoes
in the world? But Lukas can only dream about such expensive shoes... His father has
a plan, however, to make his son’s dream come true. Once he finally gets his shoes,
Lukas begins to play like a true professional and is even invited to train at the country’s best basketball school. But does the secret to Lukas’ talent lie in his shoes, or in
his new sense of self-confidence?
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Brolis, kurio nereikėjo

Šunojaus diena

The Unnecessary Brother

Dog Day

Gaja Guna Eklė | Asta Skujytė

Author: Gaja Guna Eklė
Illustrator: Asta Skujytė
Publisher: ‘Švieskime vaikus’, a charitable
foundation, svieskimevaikus.lt
Vilnius, 2016
120 pages, paperback, 130 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-8161-15-1
Age: 9+

Winner of the Third Prize at the 2015
Lithuanian National Children’s Literature
Competition

Ilona Ežerinytė | Raimondas Gnižinsk as

Author: Ilona Ežerinytė
Illustrator: Raimondas Gnižinskas
Publisher: ‘Švieskime vaikus’, a charitable foundation, svieskimevaikus.lt
Vilnius, 2016
96 pages, paperback, 220 × 250 mm
ISBN 978-609-8161-17-5
Age: 6+

Laureate, Third National Children’s Literature Competition, Lithuania
Nominated for the Book of the Year in
2017, Lithuania, in the children’s reading
category

Ilona Ežerinytė (b. 1964) is the author of
four books for children and teenagers. After
working many years as a teacher, she recently
received the National Children’s Literature
award. This book is her first.

This first book under the pseudonym Gaja Guna Eklė (b. 1989) is a story about a
family based on real life. One day, 9-year-old Gvidas receives news from his parents:
‘You’re going to have a brother!’ Without asking their son’s permission, the parents
decide to adopt a boy of the same age from an orphanage. Gvidas is hurt and angry
that neither his mother nor father bothered to discuss this with him. He can’t understand why his parents can’t be happy with just one child. Determined to oppose his
parents’ decision, Gvidas resolves to do everything to prevent Tomas from becoming a member of the family.

The book tells three stories, each featuring simple, well-known characters who
encounter less than simple situations. Šunojaus diena (or Dog Day) is the only day
of the year when dogs and cats are able to speak to humans. And when ten dogs
gather together in one house on that day, even the cat is forced to dress up as a
dog… In the story Mažas raudonas taškelis (Little Red Dot), the ladybird Marytė
looks after children’s thoughts, picking out the less than clean ones, washing them
in an eternal spring, drying them in the light of Eden and then placing them back
into the children’s heads. She also helps to make their dreams come true. The third
story transports us to summertime and memorable days spent on holiday and to
a magical water terrace, where a Chopin nocturne drifts over a pond at dusk and a
shimmering rainbow of fog morphs into watery shapes.
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Vėžlys Dūmas
Dūmas the Turtle

Gytis Norvilas | Kristina Norvilaitė

Author: Gytis Norvilas
Illustrator: Kristina Norvilaitė
Publisher: Žalias kalnas
Vilnius, 2018
60 pages, hardcover, 210 × 260 mm
ISBN 978-609-95964-2-6
Age: 10+

Gytis Norvilas (b. 1976) is a poet,
translator, chief editor of the cultural weekly
Literatūra ir menas and the author of several
books of poetry. This book is his first work
of children’s literature.

Kristina Norvilaitė (b. 1977) is a book
illustrator, graphic artist and exhibition curator. Two of her illustrated books – Varlė
bunkeryje (The Frog in the Bunker, by Vytautas V. Landsbergis) and Plunksna (Feather,
by Gérard Bessière), were chosen as the
most artistic books of 2010 and 2017 by the
Lithuanian Section of IBBY.

Dūmas the Turtle is a collection of nonsensical short stories about a contemplative
turtle named Dūmas. He thinks about life, constantly lost in his dreams, though
he sometimes actually moves into action, like deciding to fulfil his greatest wish in
life – to see an iceberg. We might call Dūmas the Turtle an everyday philosopher:
strange, funny and wise in his own way. Everyone might benefit from hearing what
he says. Dūmas talks about things which are common to all our lives: about life’s
paradoxes, about what is most important and about what brightens up our lives,
forcing us to rethink everything anew. This is a book aimed at readers from the age
of 10 to 99, but it’s best when read by a child and an adult together – giving them
a chance to talk, think and laugh together. Norvilaitė, the author’s sister, brings her
unique artistry to the book: black wood carved objects and characters scattered
throughout the pages create a visual chessboard-like logic and playfulness.

48

49

Karalaitė ant stiklo kalno
The Princess on the Glass Hill

A Collection of Magical Lithuanian Tales

Editors: Jūratė Šlekonytė and Gytis Vaškelis
Illustrator: Marius Jonutis
Publisher: The Institute of Lithuanian
Literature and Folklore, www.llti.lt
Vilnius, 2018
144 pages, hardcover, 240 × 240 mm
ISBN 978-609-425-239-6
Age: 7+
Lithuanian Artists’ Association Prize,
Vilnius 2018 Book Art Competition
In addition to being a writer and book illustrator, Marius Jonutis (b. 1965) also works
with sculpture, painted wood reliefs, paintings
and graphic art. His book Kirminis paukštis
(Worm Bird) was recognised by IBBY Lithuania
as the most unexpected book of the year in
2009, and was included on the IBBY Honour
List in the illustrated book category for 2010.

The written record of Lithuanian tales spans more than one hundred and fifty years.
This collection features some of the most beautiful and intriguing magical tales.
They transport readers to fantastical worlds of unusual images or characters with
supernatural powers: a nine-headed dog, one-eyed and three-eyed fairy witch sisters,
or a loner who controls the clouds, wind and birds. The stories Apie Eglę ir Žilviną
(About Eglė and Žilvinas), Sigutė, and Apie Mildutę (About Mildutė) are considered
the pride and joy of Lithuania’s oral heritage, and have been the subject of literary,
musical, and staged interpretations. Marius Jonaitis’ carved illustrations give the
book a three-dimensional feel and a unique individual style as well as a joyful and
playful interpretation conveyed through the use of bold colours.
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Pelėnas, Varlėnas ir Bobo
Pelėnas, Varlėnas and Bobo

Elena Launikonytė

Author and Illustrator: Elena Launikonytė
Publisher: ‘Švieskime vaikus’, a charitable
foundation, svieskimevaikus.lt
Vilnius, 2018
112 pages, paperback, 170 × 210 mm
ISBN 978-609-8161-28-1
Age: 7+

Elena Launikonytė, or Elena Selena
(b. 1993) is an artist and book designer
who has illustrated four books by different
authors and published three books of her
own. Two of her works, the pop-up books
Jardin Bleu (Blue Garden) and Jungle, have
been released by Gallimar Jeunesse publishers. Since their publication, Elena Selena has
been considered a rising pop-up book star
in France.

Selena’s first book as an author was Pelėnas, Varlėnas and Bobo, following the four
seasons of the year with four stories about three friends: Pelėnas, Varlėnas and the ladybug Bobo. In the first chapter, winter, the three first meet each other after Pelėnas,
bored with his daily routine, decides to go ice skating. Along the way he meets
Varlėnas and Bobo. The three become inseparable friends. As they get to know one
another, they learn about their similarities and differences and, of course, always find
themselves in the midst of another adventure. In the depth of winter, for example,
they dig tunnels in the forest so they can congratulate the ladybug on his birthday,
while in the spring, as the snows melt, they hurry to build a refuge to which all the
creatures in the forest can safely escape. Sometimes, however, even the best and
most beautiful ideas do not always come out right, but it’s always fun to laugh at
mishaps over a delicious cup of tea.
These are warm and cheerful stories about friendship, goodness and adventure, told
with a sprinkling of poetry and gentle humour. The stories emerged from the enduring and prolific story-telling tradition fostered by Sergei Kozlov, Janosch and others.
Although Launikonytė’s illustrations for this book are not as vivid as those featured
in her pop-up works, they convey the beauty of everyday life.
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Mano sesė ir aš
My Sister and I

Kazimier a Kazijevaitė | Lina Kusaitė

Author: Kazimiera Kazijevaitė
Illustrator: Lina Kusaitė
Publisher: Tyto alba, tytoalba.lt
Vilnius, 2018
104 pages, hardcover, 180 × 250 mm
ISBN 978-609-466-364-2
Age: 5+

Kazimiera Kazijevaitė (b. 1981) is a
writer, educator, translator of English books
and the author of two books of her own.
This book is her first work of children’s
literature.

Lina Kusaitė (b. 1975) is a graduate of
costume and textile design programs in
Vilnius, Utrecht and Paris, and works as
a designer and illustrator. Her pastel-coloured drawings rendered in graphic quill
and pencil seem to extend far beyond the
boundaries of the book itself, lending the
publication its decorative and meditative
mood.

Two children of nursery age, Goda and Saulė, are true sisters: fighting and competing
with one another even as they play together and love one another. Goda is slightly
older, and so seeks to be in charge. The book tells the story of three everyday scenes
from family life. Why do girls often decide to marry their father? How do we deal
with old age and the passing of a beloved family pet? And how should we accept
another person of our own age who doesn’t speak our language? Perhaps the universal language of the heart can help?
Many warm, beautiful books, enriched by the wisdom and logic of children, have
emerged from parents observing and listening to their small children. This work by
Kazijevaitė is one such book, featuring illustrations that enhance its homely feeling.
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Kaip kukiai su
gruzdžiais kovojo
When the Kukiai Fought the Gruzdi

Darius Rekis | Irmina Dūdėnienė

Author: Darius Rekis
Illustrator: Irmina Dūdėnienė
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2018
224 pages, hardcover, 150 × 220 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-3146-6
Age: 8+

Darius Rekis (b. 1982) is a poet and educologist and the author of four books. This
work is his first book for children.

IRMINA DŪDĖNIENĖ (b. 1960) is an illustrator, ceramicist and lecturer at Vilnius
College of Technologies and Design.

Two tribes of tiny creatures known as ‘kukiai’ live apart from one another: one on
one side of a river, the other on the opposite bank. Neither tribe like the other, and
both are afraid of each other, telling all sorts of horrible stories about them. Due to
a fortunate coincidence, two kukiai, Joris and Noris, each from the opposing tribe,
come to exchange places. They gradually come to realise that, not only are their
enemies not horrible but that they are, in fact, identical to one another. But this
is only the start of their adventure. They and several friends set out to explore the
world, led by their desire to find new escapades. A small adventure becomes a big
one when they have to defend the other tiny residents of the forests from horrible
creatures called ‘gruzdi’, who threaten to destroy them all. Gruzdi, creatures born
of longing and anger, require considerable courage, tenacity and inventiveness to
defeat. But as J. R. R. Tolkien once showed us, even tiny, peaceful beings can be vital
in the fight against evil. Illustrator Irmina Dūdėnienė creates a somewhat satirical
and humorous graphic narrative.
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Peštukai ir nykštukai
Quarrels and Dwarves

Kazys Saja | Marija Ladigaitė

Author: Kazys Saja
Illustrator: Marija Ladigaitė
Publisher: ‘Švieskime vaikus’, a charitable
foundation, svieskimevaikus.lt
Vilnius, 2017
107 pages, paperback, 210 × 270 mm
ISBN 978-609-8161-23-6
Age: 7+

Kazys Saja (b. 1932) is a playwright, public activist, author of prose and children’s
literature, and a signatory of Lithuania’s Act
on the Restoration of Independence.
Marija Ladigaitė Vildžiūnienė
(b. 1931) is a graphic artist and book illustrator whose work has appeared in over twenty
books for children and teenagers. The fairy
tale Peštukai ir nykštukai (Quarrels and
Dwarves) is considered a classical work of
Lithuanian children’s literature and was first
published with these illustrations in 1971.

A little girl named Rasutė accidentally sets fire to her home and her older brother
Giedrius rushes to the rescue. Giedrius soon becomes the hero of the village and
begins to boast about it, growing so arrogant that he finds himself fighting with his
best friend and classmate, Mikas, sparking a proper war between them. The conflict
between the children is depicted in the real world of the story, while dwarves follow
along in a fairy tale realm. The little creatures can’t bear the disagreements between
the children, and they become convinced that if they could only be seen by the
children, any anger would vanish from their hearts. But in order to become visible,
the creatures have to complete a very complicated task, and quickly, as the conflict
between the children grows increasingly tense and ferocious. At the end of the book,
the children make peace. How else could the story end in the face of a miraculous
vision? This is a positive, optimistic book that encourages young readers to never give
in to bad emotions and hatred, and instead to devote their time to learning about
the world, especially nature and all of its beauty and uniqueness. Vildžiūnienė’s finely
dotted ink illustrations are true examples of the spirit of the 1970s, supplemented by
three coloured illustrations featuring a colour scheme typical of the era. They appear
as interludes in the narrative of monochromatic images dominated by large-headed
dwarves working hard to maintain peace and tranquillity.

58

59

Ulfas ir stebuklinga barzda

Neišduosiu tavęs

Ulfas and the Magic Beard

I Will Never Betray You

Virgis Šidlausk as | Tania Rex

Author: Virgis Šidlauskas
Illustrator: Tania Rex
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2017
176 pages, hardcover, 170 × 230 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-399-5
Age: 8+

Neringa Vaitkutė | Marija Smirnovaitė

Author: Neringa Vaitkutė
Illustrator: Marija Smirnovaitė
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2017
128 pages, hardcover, 230 x 170 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-457-2
Age: 9+

Nominated for Best Book of the Year in
2017 in the children’s book category
Virgis Šidlausk as (b. 1982) is a writer
and the author of three books for children.
Tania Rex (b. 1982) is a graphic designer
and graduate of the Vilnius Academy of
Arts. Rex’s hand-drawn black and white
illustrations, full of gentle satire and humour,
bring an animated and powerful feeling to
the story.

Ulfas and the Magic Beard was his first children’s book. It is a funny adventure story
full of escapades, dangers, laughs and good lessons for mischief makers.
Ulfas is a prankish boy who is always getting mixed up in one exploit or another.
One day, he decides to use his father’s shaver, something he has been expressly told
not to play with. It turns out that the shaver is magical, and the boy soon grows an
impressively long beard! Ulfas is forced to leave his home town and embark on a
long journey through strange and dangerous lands to find someone to rid him of his
beard.

Neringa Vaitkutė (b. 1974), a biology
teacher and author of eight books, has
written her first book for children based on
real life. Prior to this, she had only written
magical fantasy stories.

MARIJA SMIRNOVAITĖ (b. 1978) is a
graphic artist and has illustrated ten books.
Aukso kirvukas (The Golden Axe), a collection of Lithuanian folk tales illustrated by
Smirnovaitė, won the title of Most Beautiful
Lithuanian Book of 2013 and received an
award from the IBBY Lithuanian Section.

Children are attached to their favourite toys by a very special friendship, and a child
might just do anything for that toy. No adult could ever understand this bond. This
book’s main character, Gustė, has a smudgy old stuffed dog called Pyplis. One day,
her mother decides she can no longer bear this dog, tossing it away and replacing it
with a new toy. Having lost her beloved dog, Gustė decides to go find him, setting
off on what any small child would see as a dangerous, frightening yet very educational journey. Along the way, Gustė matures by years, not just days. Her mother
grows up a bit, too. This is a sensitive story about the important things in life: family,
friendship, loyalty and the miracles that sometimes happen in our daily lives. Illustrator
Marija Smirnovaitė uses black and white computer illustrations to create a magical
mood.
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Klampynių kronikos
The Swamptown Chronicles

Neringa Vaitkutė | Monik a Mitkutė

Author: Neringa Vaitkutė
Illustrator: Monika Mitkutė
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2018
232 pages, hardcover, 160 × 230 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-515-9
Age: 9+

Nominated for the Book of the Year in
2018, Lithuania, in the children’s reading
category
Neringa Vaitkutė (b. 1974) is a biology
teacher and the author of eight books.
Vaitkutė was a nominee in the best children’s book category in the 2018 Book of
the Year selection.

Little Swamptown, which one would be hard-pressed to come across by accident,
is home to mythical creatures like fairies, sprites, boogeymen, where all sorts of
miraculous and mysterious things take place. It is also the home of the twins Agata
and Aringas and their little sister Smiltė. Living in such a strange place means a lot of
adven-ture: encountering creatures that are not always friendly, getting mixed up in
scary stories, and also learning valuable lessons about life and what is most important.
The worlds created by Neringa Vaitkutė, best known for her fantasy trilogy for
children and teenagers, are always colourful and full of adventures and surprises. Her
language – lively, vivid and inventive – is quite special, too, which is why Swamptown comes alive before the eyes of every reader.
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Sibiro haiku
Siberian Haiku

Jurga Vilė | Lina Itagaki
Grand Prize, Vilnius 2017 Book Art
Competition
Book of the Year, Lithuanian Section
of IBBY, 2018
Most Beautiful Book of the Year, Lithuanian Section of IBBY, 2018
Aloyzas Petrikas Literary Prize, 2018,
Lithuania
Nominated for the Book of the Year
in 2018, Lithuania, in the children’s
book category

Author: Jurga Vilė
Illustrator: Lina Itagaki
Publisher: Aukso žuvys, auksozuvys.lt
Vilnius, 2017
236 pages, hardcover, 240 × 170 mm
ISBN 978-609-8120-31-8
Age: 8+
Rights sold to: Italy, France

Jurga Vilė (b. 1977) graduated with a
degree in French philology and later studied
film theory in France. Her story about
imposed exile in Siberia, created together
with illustrator Lina Itagaki, has been hugely
successful.
Lina Itagaki (b. 1979) is a graphic artist
and translator and teacher of Japanese who
lived in Tokyo for six years, where she also
completed her university studies.

Can some stranger really just come into your home, pull you from your warm bed
and send you to the far end of the world? This is exactly what happened to hundreds
of thousands of Lithuanians who were deported to Siberia during the Soviet occupation. Using an appealing comics format, Vilė tells the story of ten-year-old Algiukas,
whose entire family was deported. After a long journey in cattle wagons, it was not
easy settling into their new home, which looked nothing like their old cosy and
warm house. People were forced to work and endure hunger and cold, all under the
watchful eye of armed and often angry guards. Those who couldn’t cope eventually
fell silent, forever... Others, like Algiukas, tried to survive and not lose hope, fighting to
preserve what is most important in human life. The story is sensitively recounted, in a
language that is accessible to children who may have no idea about what happened
in Lithuania during the Second World War and why.
Illustrator Lina Itagaki creates authentic environments from images preserved in
surviving photographs and deportee memoirs. Her innovative graphic novel format,
combining imagery and text, resonates with a superior artistic quality: ink and watercolour drawings display a powerful, vibrant colour palette and unity of style.
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Didžioji būtybių knyga
The Big Book of Creatures

Kotryna Zylė

Author and illustrator: Kotryna Zylė
Publisher: Aukso žuvys, auksozuvys.lt
Vilnius, 2016
80 pages, hardcover, 240 × 310 mm
ISBN 978-609-8120-22-6
Age: 8+
Grand Prize, Children’s Book Category,
Vilnius 2016 Book Art Competition
Kotryna Zylė (b. 1986) is a graphic designer, book illustrator and the author and
illustrator of three books.

Have you ever wondered where our ancient mythical creatures have disappeared to?
Perhaps they have always been living secretly among us? Zylė invites us to pause a
moment – to listen and take a careful look around us. In this, her second book, she
continues to explore the mysteries of the world of Lithuanian mythology. Readers
will find descriptions of twenty-six of the main Lithuanian mythical creatures, including illustrations and tales of their good and bad traits, adventures, and their current
hiding places. The mysterious world of mythical creatures is a bit scary, but also cosy
and familiar. Zylė seeks to embody these invisible creatures with visible shapes and
forms. Her creative style is very unique, taking delight in monochromatic colours,
specific shapes and outlines, and vivid stylisation.
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Kaukas Gugis ir kerų karas
Gugis the Goblin and the War with the Sorcerers

Justinas Žilinsk as | Gediminas Skyrius

Author: Justinas Žilinskas
Illustrator: Gediminas Skyrius
Publisher: Aukso žuvys, auksozuvys.lt
Vilnius, 2018
318 pages, hardcover, 210 × 150 mm
ISBN 978-609-8120-30-1
Age: 10+
Nominated for the Book of the Year in
2018, Lithuania, in the children’s reading
category

Justinas Žilinskas (b. 1974) is law
professor, writer, blogger and promoter of
popular science. He has written four fiction
books for children and young readers. Gugis
the Goblin and the War with the Sorcerers
is the second in his series about Lithuanian
imps called ‘kaukas’, or goblins. The first,
Gugis, Goblin of the Woods and Friend of the
People, was recognised by the IBBY Lithuanian Section as the most important debut
book of 2006.
GEDIMINAS SKYRIUS (b. 1981) is a selftaught illustrator and concept artist with an
eye for macabre and dark arts.

No sooner has Gugis become a teenager than he is suddenly burdened with a huge
problem. Lithuanian demons called ‘kipšai’ have begun to circle around the goblin
family’s homestead Kaukašlaitis (Goblin Valley), and it seems a battle is about to
ensue... Gugis is one of those rare goblins who don’t much care for the quiet and lazy
life, and is eager to grow up as quickly as he can to experience all sorts of adventures.
So he decides to find out where the demons have come from and what they want.
Unfortunately, what he discovers is not pleasant at all. In fact, it upsets Gugis’ whole
world. Everything that he had believed and known about his tribe begins to unravel,
and he is not only forced to oppose his elders, but also to try to stop the coming war.
A fantasy author and professor of law, Žilinskas invites readers to visit a magical world
of fantasy: sixteenth century Lithuania, when nearby woods were full of all kinds
of mythical creatures like goblins, sprites, demons, fairies, and others who lived an
equally complex and restless life.

YOLUN
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Skiriama Rivai

Sutikti eidą

For Riva

Meeting an Eid

Ilona Ežerinytė

Author: Ilona Ežerinytė
Publisher: Dominicus Lituanus, dominicus.lt
Vilnius, 2018
119 pages, hardcover, 140 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-8227-05-5
Age: 13+

Ilona Ežerinytė (b. 1964) studied
Lithuanian language and literature at university and has worked for many years as a
teacher. She began to write at the age of 50.
Her first works were short stories and today
she writes primarily for teenagers. Over four
years she has published five books, several
of which have received awards.

There are strange and incomprehensible things in this world. Take the musician
Frederikas Luotas, for example. The Principal Conductor asks him to perform a
simple piece of music that no one has been able to play before. It turns out the
piece is possessed by evil musical spirits, but it is still possible to rescue it. In order
to do so, however, Frederikas will have to travel back in time – and not alone, but
with his fourteen-year-old son Dovas, with whom he has lost any friendly contact
long ago. Traveling more than one hundred years into the past not only benefits the
possessed piece of music, but also the relationship between father and son, and especially the teenager’s own development. Once overcome by boredom and unable
to find a place for himself, Dovas begins to show interest in the world and to think
about things that are good, beautiful and important. In the end, he even begins to
create music of his own.

Ilona Ežerinytė

Author: Ilona Ežerinytė
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2017
176 pages, paperback, 130 x 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-2503-8
Age: 13+
Nominated for the 2016 Teen and Youth
Literature Competition, Lithuania
Book of the Year for Children and Young
Adults, IBBY Lithuanian Section, 2017
IBBY Honour List 2018, Writers Category

The main character of this book, Algė, feels different from kids her own age. She
is withdrawn and unsure of herself. Without a best friend, her life seems dull and
boring. So Algė creates an alternative reality for her life: thinking what others might
be thinking and imagining what might happen becomes the teenager’s way of
entertaining herself. In her favourite café she notices a woman who orders two cups
of coffee but always only drinks one... By the eighth cup of coffee, the secret of the
Eids is revealed. Eids are creatures from intermediate worlds – ideal people who
are always rushing to help those living in this world. Algė sends off a contract to a
specific address and soon encounters a new friend...
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Verksnių klubas

Laiškai Elzei

The Crying Club

Letters to Elzė

Ilona Ežerinytė

Author: Ilona Ežerinytė
Publisher: Dominicus Lituanus, dominicus.lt
Vilnius, 2018
119 pages, hardcover, 140 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-9955-811-97-8
Age: 13+
Nominated for the Book of the Year selection in 2018, Lithuania, in the teen reading
category.

Ilona Ežerinytė (b. 1964) studied
Lithuanian language and literature at university and has worked for many years as a
teacher. She began to write at the age of 50.
Her first works were short stories and today
she writes primarily for teenagers. Over four
years she has published five books, several
of which have received awards.

Lina is left all alone to take care of herself and her home. Her father leaves to receive
treatment for alcoholism, and Lina wants nothing to do with her mother, who
abandoned the family. One day, after visiting her father on her way home, she sees
a girl in an abandoned building next to the bus stop. They get to know each other
and it soon becomes clear that her new friend has set up a Crying Club there, where
a group of teenagers meet to shed their tears, share their pain, and find solace and
support. Lina joins the club, which helps her ponder the meaning of sadness and
why it can be helpful to cry and share your pain. In the end, though, she must decide what is more important – to stand still and stew, or to do something.

Unė Kaunaitė

Author: Unė Kaunaitė
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2016
173 p., paperback, 130 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-2394-2
Age: 13+

Unė Kaunaitė (b. 1991) is a writer and an
adviser to the Prime Minister of Lithuania
in the sphere of education, science and
culture. She is the author of three books for
teenage readers.

The main characters of this book are in the ninth year at school – so much alike and
yet different, incredibly vulnerable, and in search of acceptance. Gabija and Šarūnas
are from different families. Šarūnas lives with his grandmother, because his parents
have gone to Britain to earn money. The freedom of the world of the unknown calls
to him, and Šarūnas gets slowly pulled into criminal activity. Although Gabija lives
with her parents, she feels alone, and is always trying to fit in with her classmates. As
she spends more and more time with the popular Šarūnas, Gabija begins to wonder
whether his actions are right and fair. She often has to choose between what she
herself would like to do and how others behave. Both Gabija and Šarūnas begin to
write to an imagined character Elzė, but for different reasons – and their lives begin
to change unexpectedly.
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Ir vienąkart, Riči

Žvaigždžių medžiaga

And One Time, Richie

The Stuff of Stars

Daina Opolsk aitė

Author: Daina Opolskaitė
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2016
192 pages, paperback, 130 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-2502-1
Age: 13+

Daina Opolskaitė (b. 1979) obtained
her university degree in Lithuanian studies
and today works in a secondary school
as a teacher of Lithuanian language and
literature. She has written three books for
young readers.

Laureate of the 2016 Teen and Youth
Literature Competition

Her first book is about true friendship. The second is a story that includes questions
as well as answers – at least potential ones. The book tells a captivating story about
Balys Belekas, a fifteen-year-old boy. Balys’ complicated relationship with his parents
and those around him, his feelings of inadequacy and his teenage complexes prevent him from understanding his true self. His classmate Richie is entirely different:
attractive, intelligent, brave and athletic, he rides a motor scooter to school, and as
soon as he appears, all the girls’ eyes begin to twinkle like mirrors. Balys’ friendship
with Richie enriches him, revealing new truths and changing his own view of himself
and those around him. Richie becomes a symbol for the search for identity and
creates a new outlook on Balys Belekas’ own life. After travelling the long road back
to himself and suffering a painful loss, by the end of the book, Balys experiences his
deepest desire: to be reborn.

Renata Šerelytė

Author: Renata Šerelytė
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2017
200 pages, hardcover, 140 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-2626-4
Age: 14+

Renata Šerelytė (b. 1970) is one of
Lithuania’s most prominent contemporary
authors whose work has been translated
into English, French, Georgian, German,
Polish, Russian and Swedish. In addition to
writing essays, poetry and prose, Šerelytė is
also a playwright and literary critic. She has
published several books for children and
teenagers, including poetry, literary stories,
historical and fantasy books, as well as prose
dealing with problems commonly faced by
teenagers.

The Stuff of Stars is a mixture of magical realism and so-called social novel combined
with elements of the detective genre. Timis spends most of his time in the virtual
world – he feels uncomfortable in reality and many things irritate him. When he
comes across the body of a murdered classmate, he tries to create a digital equivalent of Evelina, a girl he once liked. And even though the avatar speaks and looks
like Evelina, Timis is still unsatisfied – she cannot replace the real Evelina. She even
begins to say all kinds of strange things. Timis begins to turn away from the safe virtual world and faces the real one, no matter how much more complicated and less
beautiful it may be. He soon understands that the real world is more important than
his created one, and he sets out to find the culprit behind the murder.
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Atjunk

Mano didelis mažas aš

Disconnect

My Big Little Me

Rebek a Una

Author: Rebeka Una
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2016
269 pages, hardcover, 130 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-1898-6
Age: 14+

Rebek a Una (b. 1979) has written nine
books for children and teenagers under her
pseudonym. Since 2003, she has worked as
an English teacher and private English tutor
for children and teenagers.

Book of the Year (2015), IBBY Lithuanian
Section
Laureate of Young Adults Book of the Year
Competition 2015, Lithuania
Nominated for the 2015 Teen and Youth
Literature Competition, Lithuania

Laur a Varslausk aitė

Author: Laura Varslauskaitė
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2016
141 pages, paperback, 130 × 200 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-2504-5
Age: 13+

This is Laura Varslauskaitė’s (b. 1986)
first and only book.

Nominated for the 2016 Teen and Youth
Literature Competition, Lithuania

The book Disconnect is a dystopian novel that focuses on the disintegration of human senses and relationships. It portrays a near future where people are no longer
allowed to communicate with each other face-to-face but only via notebooks – a
tool and a new god of virtual reality.
The main character, the soon-to-be 15-year-old Gryta, feels imperfect and unable
to adapt to this sterile society, which is devoid of feelings and human senses. She is
unable to quench her desire for jogging, kissing, reading old books and face-to-face
encounters, all of which have now become illegal. Both her mother and her teacher
ask her to attend therapy and change to become a new human being.
One day, while jogging in a stadium, Gryta meets a young man, Mantas, who is very
much like her – someone who wants to escape and become free like his ancestors once were. However, the virtual system has thought of a new way to control
humans. Will Gryta and Mantas be able to escape and what price will the two have
to pay?

Benediktas is a fifteen-year-old boy with Down’s syndrome who lives with his mother and cat Ponas Ūsas (Mr. Moustache). Benediktas’ life follows a regular routine:
every morning he takes a bus to school and then back home again, stopping with
his mother by a blue newsstand to buy newspapers or sweets – every day the same
routine, five days a week. But one day, after his friend Monika fails to show up at the
school carnival, Benediktas finds himself alone in the city for the first time. Getting
lost in the gigantic Poppy Field Park, he meets Oskaras, who is beset by personal
problems. Oskaras decides to walk Benediktas home, even though he doesn’t know
the address. So begins a journey full of adventure and discovery, during which a new
friendship is born that brings two young men – who appear to lead such different
lives – closer together.

P O E TRYB O O K S
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Šimtas vėjo malūnėlių
One Hundred Pinwheels

A Collection of Poems

Illustrator: Lina Dūdaitė
Publisher: Tyto alba, tytoalba.lt
Vilnius, 2016
64 pages, hardcover, 230 × 240 mm
ISBN 978-609-466-171-6
Age: 5+

Lina Dūdaitė (b. 1974) is a freelance
illustrator. She actively participates in
international exhibitions, festivals and book
fairs. Dūdaitė was included on IBBY’s List of
Honour in 2014 and was twice awarded
an IBBY Lithuanian Section diploma for the
Most Beautiful Book of the Year (in 2009
and 2012).

Poems we learn as children stay with us forever. This book is a collection of the most
beautiful poetry by Vytė Nemunėlis, Martynas Vainilaitis, Justinas Marcinkevičius,
Ramutė Skučaitė, Violeta Palčinskaitė, Sigitas Geda, Juozas Erlickas and other Lithuanian poets. The collection features many memorable and resonant poems – about a
letter-carrying snail, for example, or a furry centipede, a white crow, pompous roosters and a treasured puppy, or about rivers of lemonade and mountains of chocolate
on the Moon, runaway letters and, of course, about mummies and daddies and
grandpa’s pinwheels.
Lina Dūdaitė created the girl blowing into pinwheels for the book’s front and back
covers, but strands of the girl’s hair blow across every page of the book, continuing
the illustration on the cover. The poems seem to hover in front of a background
of air, the realm of the wind, lending the book the illusion of an illustrated book.
Dūdaitė’s hand-drawn illustrations are meticulous and precise, displaying her mastery of artistic visual and technical craft.
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Baisiai gražūs eilėraščiai
Awfully Beautiful Poems

Daiva Čepausk aitė | Ieva Babilaitė

Author: Daiva Čepauskaitė
Illustrator: Ieva Babilaitė
Publisher: Žalias kalnas
Kaunas, 2017
44 pages, hardcover, 190 × 410 mm
ISBN 978-609-95964-0-2
Age: 6+
Nominated for the Book of the Year
selection in 2018, in the children’s reading
category
Most Significant Debut in Children’s Literature, Lithuanian Section of IBBY
Jotvingiai Prize, 2018, Lithuania
Poetry Spring Festival prize for children’s
poetry, 2018, Lithuania

Daiva Čepauskaitė (b. 1967) is a poet,
playwright and actor. Of her six books of
poetry, only one – Awfully Beautiful Poems.– has been written for children.
IEVA BABILAITĖ (b. 1973) is a graduate
of the Graphic Art Department of Vilnius
Academy of Art and a member of the
Lithuanian Artists’ Union and the Lithuanian section of IBBY. She has held over 10
solo exhibitions and has been part of many
group shows, both in Lithuania and abroad.
She is a versatile artist and has illustrated
over 10 children’s books, including several
she wrote herself. The artistic merit and
originality of her work have been recognised
by many awards and prizes.

This is an innovative, unexpected and intriguing collection of poetry for children
written by a renowned poet. In Lithuanian vernacular, the word ‘baisiai’ (awfully, terribly) is often used in place of ‘labai’ (very), so the title of this book can also be read
to mean ‘very beautiful poems’. But the word ‘awful’ also creates a bit of tension,
since the collection includes some awfully frightening poetry.
In her book, this talented poet talks about the world that children know – full of
beautiful, strange things that are sometimes difficult to explain: the feelings poetry
evokes, what a mother smells like, or what we feel when we see a spider lurking in
the corner… Illustrator Ieva Babilaitė speaks to readers in a non-traditional language
of scraps, inked lines and golden ants, sparking the imagination and kindling all sorts
of tingly sensations. Always seeking new and powerful visual tools and the therapeutic effect of illustrations, Babilaitė is unique among Lithuanian children’s book artists
for her superior artistic talent, surprising artistic expression and constantly changing
artistic potential.
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Vaikų žemė
Land of the Children

Justinas Marcinkevičius | Agnė Nananai

Author: Justinas Marcinkevičius
Illustrator: Agnė Nananai
Publisher: Alma littera, almalittera.lt
Vilnius, 2018
44 pages, hardcover, 200 × 260 mm
ISBN 978-609-01-3458-0
Age: 6+

Justinas Marcinkevičius (1930–
2011).– prose writer, playwright, translator
and public activist – is one of Lithuania’s
most popular authors of poetry for adults
as well as children.
Agnė Nananai (b. 1984) is a graphic
designer and the illustrator of more than
twenty books for children.

In one of his best-known poems for children, Marcinkevičius wrote: ‘If this land
belongs to anyone, it belongs, first and foremost, to the children.’ His poems employ
gentle, playful language to speak about the things that children know best: the
world around them, their experiences and discoveries. Marcinkevičius’ poems invite
young readers to observe their world, learn from it and to have a bit of fun every
now and then. This collection includes the poet’s best work as well as several never
before published poems. Nananai uses ink and watercolours to create illustrations
that convey the lightness and playfulness of Marcinkevičius’ poetry.
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Maži eilėraščiai mažiems
Small Poems for Little Ones

Marius Marcinkevičius | Rasa Jančiausk aitė

Author: Marius Marcinkevičius
Illustrator: Rasa Jančiauskaitė
Leidėjas: Tikra knyga, tikraknyga.lt
Vilnius, 2018
36 pages, hardcover, 250 × 270 mm
ISBN 978-609-8142-43-3
Age: 4+
Selected for the Bologna Children’s Book
Fair Illustrators Exhibition 2019
Grand Prize, Children’s Book Category,
Vilnius 2018 Book Art Competition

Marius Marcinkevičius (b. 1966) is the
author of seven books for children. In 2017,
his book Friendship on an Elephant’s Trunk
won IBBY Lithuania’s Book of the Year Award
for the Youngest Readers.
Rasa Jančiauskaitė (b. 1991) is a freelance illustrator. In 2018, she won first prize
at the Sharjah Children’s Book Illustrations
Exhibition for her illustrated book project
Summa. In 2016, she was awarded the main
prize at the Clairvoyants 2016 Competition (in book publishing) from the Dwie
Siostry publishing house in Poland for her
illustrated book project Signs of Silence.

Marius Marcinkevičius’ poems for children are simple but special, using fluid, playful,
humorous verse that is both modern and reflective of the classical Lithuanian children’s literary tradition. Some of his poems employ a nonsensical aesthetic, poking
fun and searching for laughter in any given situation, while in others the poet seems
to gaze at the world through the eyes of a child – one who watches and marvels at
the world around him, wondering, for example, how a cow can eat green grass but
not give green milk. Illustrations done in chalk by the book’s young illustrator are
unique for the powerful simplicity of their imagery and the incorporation of absurdist details.
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Eilėraščiai iš namų
Poems from Home

Violeta Palčinsk aitė | Irena Daukšaitė

Author: Violeta Palčinskaitė
Illustrator: Irena Daukšaitė
Publisher: Tyto alba, tytoalba.lt
Vilnius, 2017
48 pages; hardcover, 180 × 290 mm
ISBN 978-609-466-265-2
Age: 5+

Violeta Palčinskaitė (b. 1943) is a
writer, translator and prominent Lithuanian
poet. She has written more than thirty
books of poetry, poems, stories and plays.
Her literary tale Muzika troliui (Music for
the Troll) was chosen as the Best Lithuanian
Book of 2011 and was honoured by the IBBY
Lithuanian Section.
Irena Daukšaitė Guobienė (b. 1942)
is a book illustrator and one of Lithuania’s
most prominent graphic artists, actively
working since the 1960s.

Several generations have grown up with the work of Violeta Palčinskaitė, a muchloved author of Lithuanian children’s poetry. Although her verse is playful, warm
and uncomplicated, it demands attention and contemplation on the part of the
reader (or listener). This focus is also reflected in the book’s graphic drawings which
transport readers to a timeless expanse of abstract and linear shapes in an imagined
and unique world of meaning.
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Neša tulpę pelikanas
The Pelican Carries a Tulip

A Collection of Poetry

Edited by Palmira Mikėnaitė
Illustrator: Rimantas Rolia
Publisher: Tyto alba, tytoalba.lt
Vilnius, 2017
104 pages, hardcover, 170 × 250 mm
ISBN 978-609-466-266-9
Age: 5+

Rimantas Rolia (b. 1970) is a Lithuanian
illustrator, book artist and renowned poster
artist. His illustrations are exceptional in
their unique style, masterful technique and
powerful characters.

This book of poetry incorporates works for children written by Lithuanian authors in
different historical periods, featuring Lithuania’s most prominent poets, such as Martynas Vainilaitis, Anzelmas Matutis, Alma Karosaitė, Sigitas Geda, Judita Vaičiūnaitė,
Stasys Jonauskas, Juozas Erlickas and others. The collection’s fifty-one poems are
arranged according to readers’ ages, from verse written for the youngest readers to
poems for older children. In addition, the collection includes other wonderful poems
which, although not written specifically with children in mind, are nevertheless suitable in spirit and accessible to younger readers.

N O N- B O O K S
FI CTI O N
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Istorijos skanėstai
Titbits of History

Audronė Mešk ausk aitė | Aurina Venislovaitė | Inga Dagilė

Authors: Audronė Meškauskaitė and Aurina
Venislovaitė
Illustrator: Inga Dagilė
Publisher: Žalias kalnas
Kaunas, 2018
68 pages, hardcover, 250 × 290 mm
ISBN 978-609-95964-3-3
Age: 9+
Diploma, Vilnius 2018 Book Art Competition

Audronė Meškauskaitė (b. 1974) is a
literary scientist, editor, journalist, museum
curator, and the author of two non-fiction
books for children.
Aurina Venislovaitė (b. 1985) is a
journalist and writer.
Inga Dagilė (b. 1981) is a freelance
designer and illustrator of children’s books.
In 2018, she received a diploma from the
Sharjah Exhibition for Children’s Book
Illustrations. In 2013, her illustrated book
Dream Mountain was selected as the most
beautiful book in the Lithuanian National
Children’s Literature competition.

Titbits of History is a book about actual history, but not such a serious one. It is an
intriguing collection of all the fun details that are often ignored or simply overlooked
by more serious history books. Brief narratives full of factual information and accompanied by attractive illustrations help readers to better understand the past. Much
like your favourite snack, these stories never become tiresome or boring.
This playful encyclopaedia is divided into three sections, according to the time
period in which a given event occurred. Did you know, for example, that the first
famous Rūta chocolate candy was a caramel sweet? Or do you know what sweets
the two Lithuanian pilots Darius and Girėnas took with them on their trans-Atlantic
flight in 1933? How did basketball arrive in Lithuania and become so popular there,
and who showed Lithuanians how to play? How long have Lithuanians known
about Mickey Mouse and who were the first people to grow vegetables in space?
Readers will encounter unexpected, long-forgotten or never before discovered details that can animate even the most serious events in Lithuania’s history. The book’s
artistic harmony is the work of Inga Dagilė, whose illustrations and incorporation of
historical material lends the book its captivating and sharp appearance.
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Miesto gidas vaikams
A City Guide for Children

Tomas S. Butkus

Author and Illustrator: Tomas S. Butkus
Publisher: Vario burnos
Vilnius, 2017
32 pages, hardcover, 240 × 240 mm
ISBN 978-609-95464-9-0
Age: 9+
Tomas S. Butkus (b. 1975) is an
architect, art historian, urban planner and
educator. He takes an active part in workshops combining initiatives in architecture,
design, publishing, literature and other fields.
Butkus writes poetry for adult readers and
illustrated books for children.

This is the first book in the world for children about urban planning, aimed at helping readers better understand the world in which they live and the essential makeup
of contemporary cities. The book includes information about urban buildings
and spaces, streets and neighbourhoods, natural landscapes, as well as visible and
invisible infrastructure. Particularly eye-catching is the book’s use of pastel colours
in numerous schematics, maps and models. Many illustrations of buildings, monuments, transportation systems, green spaces and automobiles are based on the author’s own paper cut-outs, origami and collages. The guide is intended to encourage
active learning, not just passive reading. The book covers fifteen topics and includes
forty-five tasks aimed at children as well as parents and grandparents. Completing
the book’s tasks helps create entirely different points of reference and perspective,
revealing a multitude of new and important meanings. Constructional illustrations
serve as additional elements to give the entire publication an architecturally sharp
structure.
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Rainiuko Pikselio kelionės
po Lietuvos miestus
Pixel the Tabby Cat and His Travels Through Lithuania’s Cities

Gintar as Kaltenis | Marius Zavadskis

Author: Gintaras Kaltenis
Illustrator: Marius Zavadskis
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2018
176 pages, hardcover, 220 × 260 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-480-0
Age: 9+

Gintaras Kaltenis (b. 1960) is a photographer, journalist, writer and traveller. In
this, his first book for children, Kaltenis not
only draws his readers into a colourful swirl
of events, but also shares all sorts of interesting information about Lithuanian cities.
MARIUS ZAVADSKIS (b. 1979) studied
sculpture at Vilnius Academy of Art. He is
a member of the Lithuanian Artists’ Union,
takes part in exhibitions, and designs children’s books. Illustrations he has created in
recent years have won several awards.

After his best friend leaves on a class trip, Pixel the Cat grows worried. What if something happens to the boy on the trip? So he sets off to find him. Stowing away on a
lorry brings Pixel to an unknown city where he meets his twin brother – an identical
tabby kitten. As they travel together to other towns, the two cats are joined by eight
more tabby lookalikes. The cats travel from town to town by airplane, raft, hot air
balloon, train and scooter, experiencing the most surprising adventures along the
way.
Descriptions of interesting sights in each city are interspersed among the story’s
adventures. The book is an engaging introduction to Lithuania – its largest cities,
their unique features, memorable legends and historical facts. Bold, fragmented and
stylized drawings and maps by illustrator Marius Zavadskis give the book a dynamic
and stylish feel.
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Interviu su daiktais
Interviewing Objects

Audronė Mešk ausk aitė | Jurga Šulskytė

Author: Audronė Meškauskaitė
Illustrator: Jurga Šulskytė
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2018
80 pages, hardcover, 220 × 250 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-492-3
Age: 9+

Audronė Meškauskaitė (b. 1974) is a
literary scientist, editor, and the author of
two non-fiction books for children. Drawing on her experience as a journalist and
museum professional, Meškauskaitė has
worked with illustrator Jurga Šulskytė to
create a dynamic introduction to the world
of the many secrets of journalism.
JURGA ŠULSKYTĖ (b. 1975) has illustrated
three children’s books and also contributes illustrations to the Laimiukas literary
journal. Her greatest achievement thus
far in children’s literature was her picture
book Dramblys ir antis (The Elephant and
the Duck), created together with Giedrė
Rakauskienė. The book was chosen as the
Best Book for Young Lithuanian Readers in
2016 and honoured with an award from the
IBBY Lithuanian Section.

At the start of the book, Meškauskaitė explains that a journalist is someone who
writes and talks a lot, running after and hunting down people and sources – not to
shoot them, mind you, but to turn them into famous celebrities.
A lonely journalist named Jurgis introduces readers to the most interesting facts
from the past. He interviews everyday objects: a spoon, matches, a comb, spectacles,
mirrors and luggage. Jurgis overwhelms the objects with a barrage of questions and
hurries to record their answers on an antique typewriter. The objects include capricious characters and intriguing stories, transporting readers back to distant eras full
of strange inventors and even stranger customs. The book contains a considerable
amount of factual material, including information, photographs and drawings from
museum archives. Šulskytė uses coloured pencils to draw expressive illustrations
combined with graphic comic elements and various archival materials, creating collages to convey the book’s interactive, museum-like design.
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Gamtos metų ratas
The Circle of Seasons

Selemonas Paltanavičius | Lina Eitmantytė-Valužienė

Author: Selemonas Paltanavičius
Illustrator: Lina Eitmantytė-Valužienė
Publisher: Nieko rimto, niekorimto.lt
Vilnius, 2017
184 pages, hardcover, 250 × 280 mm
ISBN 978-609-441-415-2
Ages: 8+
Best Non-Fiction Book of the Year, Lithuanian Section of IBBY, 2017

Selemonas Paltanavičius (b. 1956) is
a naturalist, environmentalist, photographer,
radio show host and writer. His work includes
sixty publications, most of which are stories
and books for children about nature.
LINA EITMANTYTĖ-VALUŽIENĖ (b. 1970),
a book artist by training, has worked at the
Nieko rimto publishing house since 2001. She
is a designer, children’s book illustrator and
project manager for educational and publishing programmes. She has illustrated over twenty books by Lithuanian and foreign authors.

This book explores the mysteries of Lithuanian nature by a journey through the
cycle of seasons. It encourages readers to become more aware of their surroundings and to love those with whom we share this Earth, taking responsibility for their
future. Paltanavičius tells his readers about what happens each month in Lithuanian
nature. For example, in February we can hear the song of the crossbill; March 25th is
celebrated as homecoming day for Lithuania’s storks; and in May, baby foxes emerge
from their dens to play and warm themselves in the sun. In addition to telling his audience who does what, when and how, readers are also asked interesting questions,
such as ‘Do hedgehogs eat mushrooms?’, ‘What shapes do spider’s webs come in?’,
or ‘Where do fallen leaves disappear to?’ Paltanavičius also shares useful advice and
invites his readers to do all sorts of entertaining tasks throughout the seasons. The
book is illustrated with drawings, photographs and augmented reality. Photographs
of the twelve months of the year come alive on readers’ smart devices and introduce short videos recorded by the author. The book emerges as a large collage-like
puzzle that combines photography, text and illustrations drawn by Lina EitmantytėValužienė.
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